
                   Wednesday, December 7, 2022 

First Wednesday                      Ghost of Christmas Past 
 
Isaiah 1:18 NLT “Come now, let’s settle this,” says the LORD. 
“Though your sins are like scarlet, I will make them as white as snow. 
Though they are red like crimson, I will make them as white as wool.  
 

THE GHOST OF CHRISTMAS PAST  
 

✓ We can bury it.  
 
Proverbs 28:13 NLT People who conceal their sins will not prosper, 
but if they confess and turn from them, they will receive mercy. 
 

✓ We can beat ourselves up.  
 

Psalm 38:4-8 NLT My guilt overwhelms me—it is a burden too heavy 
to bear. My wounds fester and stink because of my foolish sins. I am 
bent over and racked with pain. All day long I walk around filled with 
grief. A raging fever burns within me, and my health is broken. I am 
exhausted and completely crushed. My groans come from an anguished 
heart. 

 

✓ We can blame others.  
 

Genesis 3:13 NLT Then the LORD God asked the woman, “What have 
you done?” “The serpent deceived me,” she replied. “That’s why I ate 
it.” 

 

✓ We can believe God.  
 

2 Corinthians 5:17 NLT This means that anyone who belongs to Christ 
has become a new person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun! 
 

GETTING PAST MY PAST  
 
1 Timothy 1:13-15 NLT Even though I used to blaspheme the name of 
Christ. In my insolence, I persecuted his people. But God had mercy on 
me because I did it in ignorance and unbelief. Oh, how generous and 
gracious our Lord was! He filled me with the faith and love that come 

from Christ Jesus. This is a trustworthy saying, and everyone should 
accept it: “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners”—and I am 
the worst of them all. 
 

1. Stop trying to earn forgiveness.  
 
Ephesians 2:8-9 NLT God saved you by his grace when you believed. 
And you can’t take credit for this; it is a gift from God. 9 Salvation is not 
a reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can boast 
about it. 

 
Matthew 10:8 NLT Heal the sick, raise the dead, cure those with 
leprosy, and cast out demons. Give as freely as you have received! 
 

2. Defeat every lie with the truth.  
 

John 8:44 NLT For you are the children of your father the devil, and 
you love to do the evil things he does. He was a murderer from the 
beginning. He has always hated the truth, because there is no truth 
in him. When he lies, it is consistent with his character; for he is a 
liar and the father of lies. 

 
1 Corinthians 1:30 NLT God has united you with Christ Jesus. For our 
benefit God made him to be wisdom itself. Christ made us right with 
God; he made us pure and holy, and he freed us from sin. 

 

3. Allow God to turn it around for good.  
 
Romans 8:28 NLT And we know that God causes everything to work 
together for the good of those who love God and are called 
according to his purpose for them. 
 
Genesis 50:20 NLT You intended to harm me, but God intended it 
all for good. He brought me to this position so I could save the lives 
of many people. 
 
Romans 4:3 NLT For the Scriptures tell us, “Abraham believed God, 
and God counted him as righteous because of his faith.” 
 
✓ You don’t need forgiveness, you need faith. 


